AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for searching a content database stored 
in computer storage, the content database including a plurality of records each containing 
multiple fields of informa tion field types within a set of field types , the method comprising 
the steps of: 

maintaining a structure database in computer storage in which each reco rd4s 
pars e d the set of field types are organized into a plurality of categories and zero or more 
sub-categories containing multiple fields of information , each category having at l east o ne 
su b category zero or more sub-categories , the sub cat e g o ri e s being s tru ct ur e d in at le a st on e 

database containing category structur e information d e fining the data s tructure o f-eaeh 
eate^efv. for each record, record relationship information indicating categories and sub- 
categories of the multiple field types of the record and category and sub-category 
relationships of the multiple field types of the record; 

receiving a search query contai ni ng a s ubset of the cat e gories conta i n e d in a 
feeer- d ? which subset may in ek ide all of the categories, the query containing s e lc etkm 
in formation indicating t h o s e s ub c a te gories tha t-s hould be present in recor d s bein g s o ug ht 
by the qu e ry comprising a selection of multiple field types within the set of field types ; 

determining query relationship information indicating categories and sub- 
categories of the multiple field types of the search query and category and sub-category 
relationships of the multiple field types of the search query; 

for categorie s pr e s e nt in th e query subset, performing a correlation between 
the selection query relationship information and the record relationship information 
th e structur e database repr e s e nting the s ub category structure in a subs e t o f th e rec ord s , 
w hich s u bset may contain all of th e r e cord s , for one or more records to produce a relevance 
value for a record each of the one or more records ; and 

as a response to the query, selecting information from records in the content 
database based upon the relevance valu e of th e records values for the one or more records . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the correlation step 

information from the structure databas e r e pres e nting the sub category - structure of th e same 
eategei y in a s ubset of -the r e cords, which subset may contain all of th e r e cords, to pr oduce 
a r e levance value for the chos e n category in each r e cor d of th e s u bset, this corr el at i ng s tep 
bem g perform e d for a plurality of chos e n categ o r ie s ; and, for a record, combining the 
rel e vanc e values of th e plurality of chosen categories to produc e a rel e v ance v al ue for th e 
r e cord correlating each of two or more categories in the search query with a corresponding 
category in the record to produce a relevance value for the category, and determining the 
relevance value of the record based on the relevance values determined for the two or more 
categories in the search query . 



3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the correlating 
step is different for two categories that have different data structures. 



4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein performing a 
correlation includes assigning a weight to a sub-category in a record depending on whether 
that sub-category is present in the s el e ction informati on search query , and using the 
assigned weight in the correlating step. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein: 

the sub-categories of a category are structured in at least one sub-level based upon a 
relationship between the field types in the sub-categories; and 

performing a correlation includes assigning a weight to a sub-category in a record 
depending upon its level, and using the assigned weight in the correlating step. 

6. (Currently Amended) A system for searching a content database stored in 
computer storage, the content database including a plurality of records each containing 
multiple fi e lds of inform ation field types within a set of field types, the method system 
comprising: 



3 



Atty Docket: TRAN.POOO i 
PTO Serial Number: 10/534,627 



a structure database in computer storage in which each record is pars e d the 
set of field types are organized into a plurality of categories and zero or more sub-categories 
containing multiple fi e lds of information , each category having at least one sub category 
zero or more sub-categories , the-sub-c at e gories being structo -ed-in-afc-le ast one sub - l e v e l 
based up o n a relationship between the i nf ormati o n i n sub categories, the structure database 
containingHsategefy-stF ucture information d e fining th e data s tructure of each category , for 
each record, record relationship information indicating categories and sub-categories of the 
multiple field types of the record and category and sub-category relationships of the 
multiple field types of the record; 

a receiver for receiving a search query containing - a s ubs et of the categories 
contain ed in a record, which s ubset may include all of the categories, th e q uery cont a ining 
sel ection information indicating th ose sub - cat e g o ri e s that should be prese n t in r e cords 
b e ing s ou ght by the qu e ry comprising a selection of multiple field types within the set of 
field types ; 

a determining device for determining query relationship information 
indicating categories and sub-categories of the multiple field types of the search query and 
category and sub-category relationships of the multiple field types of the search query; 

a correlation device set for performing a correlation between the selection 
query relationship information , for categories pre sent-i n the query subs et? and the record 
relationship information from th e structur e database r e presenting the sub category s tructure 
in a subset of the records, which subset may contain all of the records, for one or more 
records to produce a relevance value for a- r eeord each of the one or more records ; and 

a response unit for responding to the query by selecting and providing 
information from records in the content database based upon the relevance vak*e-ef4he 
reeerds values for the one or more records . 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 wherein the correlation 
device c orr e lat e s se lection i n for mation for a chosen category with information from the 
structure databas e r e pr e sent i n g the su b -c ategory structure of the same category in a subset 
of the record s ■ whi ch subs e t may contain all of th e r e cords, to produce a relevance valu e for 
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a chosen cat e gory in each record of th e subset this c o rrelation being perform ed for a 
plurality of chos e n categories; and, a correlati o n d e vic e including a component combinin g 
the rel e vanc e values ofthe plurality of chos e n c at e gori es to produc e a r e l ev ance valu e-for 
&e-reeofd performs a correlation for a record by correlating each of two or more categories 
in the search query with a corresponding category in the record to produce a relevance 
value for the category, and determining the relevance value of the record based on the 
relevance values determined for the two or more categories in the search query . 

8. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 6 wherein the correlation 
device performs a different operation for two categories that have different data structures. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 wherein the correlation 
device includes a component which assigns a weight to a sub-category in a record 
depending on whether that sub-category is present in the s e lection informatio n search 
query > and the correlation «nk device uses the assigned weight in performing the 
correlation. 



10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 wherein; 

the sub-categories of a category are structured in at least one sub-level based upon a 
relationship between the field types in the sub-categories: and 

the correlation unk device includes a component which assigns a weight to a sub- 
category in a record depending upon its level, and the correlation tmit device uses the 
assigned weight in performing the correlation. 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 provided with access to a 
network, the content database being accessible from the network, the receiver and 
respondin g res ponse unit communicating over the network. 

12. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 11 wherein the content 
database is accessed through the network. 
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13. (Currently Amended) In an online user forum of the type permitting 
communication among a plurality of users and also permitting users to post information 
content for access by users, the improvement comprising a reputation module storing a 
reputation rating for a user in association with information content, a user's reputation 
being a function of the degree of his participation in the forum, said reputation module 
being included within a system for searching a content database stored in computer storage, 
the content database including a plurality of records each containing multiple fie ld s of 
information field types within a set of field types , the system further comprising: 

a structure database in computer storage in which e ach r e cord is parsed the 
set of field types are organized into a plurality of categories and zero or more sub-categories 
ee ntaining multipl e fields of information , each category having at least one su b-eategery 
zero or more sub-categories , the sub categories being structur e d in at least on e sub -tevel 

contai n i nR-eatege ry s t ruc ture information d e fining the data structure of each cat e gory , for 
each record, record relationship information indicating categories and sub-categories of the 
multiple field types of the record and category and sub-category relationships of the 
multiple field types of the record: 

a receiver for receiving a search query containing a subset of th e cat e gori es 
contained in a rec o rd , which subset may include all of the categories, th e query con taraftg 
s elect i o n information indicating t hese s ub - oateg erie s that s h oul d b e pr e sent in records 
being sought by the query comprising a selection of multiple field types within the set of 
field types ; 

a determining device for determining query relationship information 
indicating categories and sub-categories of the multiple field types of the search query and 
category and sub-categorv relationships of the multiple field types of the search query: 

a correlation device set for performing a correlation between the s e lection 
query relationship information , for categories present in the qu e ry s ubset, and the record 
relationship information from the structur e dat aba s e r e prese ntin g th e s ub cat e go ry-structure 
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in a subset of the recor d s, which subset m ay contain all of the records, for one or more 
records to produce a relevance value for a r e cord each of the one or more records ; and 

a response unit for responding to the query by selecting and providing 
information from records in the content database based upon the relevance value of th e 
records values for the one or more records. 



14. (Previously Presented) The forum of claim 13 wherein the reputation 
module is constructed so that a first user's reputation rating is dependent upon the 
evaluation by other users of the information posted by the first user. 

15. (Previously Presented) The forum of claim 13 wherein the reputation 
module is constructed so that a first user's reputation rating is dependent upon his 
evaluation of information posted by other users. 

16. (Previously Presented) The forum of claim 13 wherein the reputation 
module is constructed so that a first user's reputation rating is dependent more on the 
evaluation by other users of the information posted by the first user than upon the first 
user's evaluation of information posted by other users. 

17. (Cancelled) 



18. (Currently Amended) The forum of claim 13 wherein the correlation 
device corr e late s s el e ction information for a chosen category with information from th e 
s tructure database representing the sub category structur e of the same cat e gory in a subset 

a chosen cat e gory in each record of the subset, this correlation being pe r f o rmed for a 

th e relevance valu e s of th e plurality of chos e n categories to produce a r e l e vance valu e for 
the-recor d performs a correlation for a record by correlating each of two or more categories 
in the search query with a corresponding category in the record to produce a relevance 
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value for the category, and determining the relevance value of the record based on the 
relevance values determined for the two or more categories in the search query . 

19. (Currently Amended) The forum of claim 4* j_3 wherein the correlation 
device performs a different operation for two categories that have different data structures. 

20. (Currently Amended) The forum of claim 4-9 13 wherein the correlation 
device includes a component which assigns a weight to a sub-category in a record 
depending on whether that sub-category is present in the se l e ction information search 
query , and the correlation umt device uses the assigned weight in performing the 
correlation. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The forum of claim 30 J3. wherein: 

the sub-categories of a category are structured in at least one sub-level based upon a 
relationship between the field types in the sub-categories; and 

the correlation tmk device includes a component which assigns a weight to a sub- 
category in a record depending upon its level, and the correlation unit device uses the 
assigned weight in performing the correlation. 

22. (Currently Amended) The forum of claim 13 provided with access to a 
network, the content database being accessible from the network, the receiver and 
resp o n ding response unit communicating over the network. 

23. (Previously Presented) The forum of claim 22 wherein the content 
database is accessed through the network. 

24-58. (Canceled) 

59. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the relevance value for a record 
indicates a degree of similarity between the categories and sub-categories of the search 
query and the categories and sub-categories of the record. 
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60. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein: 

a maximum relevance value for a record indicates that all categories and sub- 
categories of the search query are found in the categories and sub-categories of the record; 
and 

a sub-maximum relevance value for a record indicates that some but not all 
categories and sub-categories of the search query are found in the categories and sub- 
categories of the record. 

61 . (New) The method of claim 1, wherein a relevance value for at least one 
record indicates that some but not all categories and sub-categories of the search query are 
found in the categories and sub-categories of the record. 

62. (New) The system of claim 6, wherein the relevance value for a record 
indicates a degree of similarity between the categories and sub-categories of the search 
query and the categories and sub-categories of the record. 

63. (New) The system of claim 6, wherein: 

a maximum relevance value for a record indicates that all categories and sub- 
categories of the search query are found in the categories and sub-categories of the record; 
and 

a sub-maximum relevance value for a record indicates that some but not all 
categories and sub-categories of the search query are found in the categories and sub- 
categories of the record. 

64. (New) The system of claim 6 3 wherein a relevance value for at least one 
record indicates that some but not all categories and sub-categories of the search query are 
found in the categories and sub-categories of the record. 
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65. (New) The forum of claim 13, wherein the relevance value for a record 
indicates a degree of similarity between the categories and sub-categories of the search 
query and the categories and sub-categories of the record. 

66. (New) The forum of claim 13, wherein: 

a maximum relevance value for a record indicates that all categories and sub- 
categories of the search query are found in the categories and sub-categories of the record; 
and 

a sub-maximum relevance value for a record indicates that some but not all 
categories and sub-categories of the search query are found in the categories and sub- 
categories of the record. 

67. (New) The forum of claim 1 3, wherein a relevance value for at least one 
record indicates that some but not all categories and sub-categories of the search query are 
found in the categories and sub-categories of the record. 
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